League Meeting Briefing 2008/2009 Season
League Meetings.

The league will only be holding three more meetings this season; in December 08, March 09, and the AGM in June, because of this all league business will be conducted in correspondence and via the website. It is very important that all clubs get access to the website to keep in touch with what is going on. All clubs are supplied with an email address so if you do not have access to email and the website, please appoint someone responsible for accessing the club mails and checking the website for details and changes to Clubs and Referees.

Fixtures.

Fixtures will be supplied by email and amendments, due to County or other Cups competitions, will be emailed out as they happen so please check you email regularly. It will be worthwhile crosschecking the website weekly before contacting your match referees as they do change daily.

The Website.

On the website, along with club, referee and fixture details, all County Suspensions are listed that affect players in this league. There is the online match return system where all clubs are responsible for inputting the match results and who played, more about that later.
A Results Matrix can be found to quickly cross check results.

A list of the goals scorers by division. (These will be kept up to date only by the match return system when the result are entered).  

The league’s weekly News Report is there before it is published in the Press. 

On the website there is a new section called Documents. It contains all the league forms and up to date Cup Draws also copies of League Fixtures. All can be printed off as you require them.

There is a page of all league Management members with their photos and contact details.

The Club pages section contains all the details of each club including a list of all their players and Statistics as well as a map with directions to the club’s home ground. 
The league table is also linked to the Match return system so as you enter the result the table is updated. I will be posting in the document pages a copy of the results and tables for you to print off if you require them.

Each Club has it own page in the forum where a message can be left for other players, and teams have the opportunity to give their own team reports. Players and official of each club can ask questions about league matters and put forward suggestions. All will be answered as soon as possible. BUT !!! KEEP IT CLEAN !!!. ANYTHING I FIND OUT OF ORDER WILL BE DELETED AND THE PERSON BARRED FROM THE SITE.

How We Expect Teams To Run Their Administration This Season.

Registration Forms.

These forms need to be fully completed and sent to Mick Grant at least 72 hours before the Kick Off. If you can’t make this deadline then a player can sign on the line BEFORE a match but the opponent’s Team Secretary MUST countersign the registration form. Team Secretaries can’t refuse to countersign a form you may want the same facility some time during the season. If you do sign a player on the line, then you must text myself so the website can be updated. The form must be dispatched to Mick Grant along with the Result sheet with 72 hours of the end of the game.
Transfers.

If a player wants to transfer to YOUR CLUB from any team inside or outside this league, this Saturday to Saturday, then seven days notice of approach is required. This must be done in writing and posted by recorded delivery. After seven days you can approach the player to sign for your club. If you do not sign the player within another 7 days you must not go back to him again. If you want further players from the same club you can only obtain one player every 28 days. Break this rule and, if reported to DCFA, the club in default will be fined heavily.
If the player is playing for a team within this league you must complete a Registration Form as well as a League Transfer form and MUST be registered at least 72 hours before he can play for the new club.

Contact before and after Fixtures.
If you receive seven days notice from another team to approach one of your players you can do nothing about it unless the players owes you money then a report to the league would stop this move.
Making Contact.

The home club secretary is required to make contact with their opponents and match referee no later than three days before each home game, informing them of Ground, Direction and team colours.

Results Sheets.

This is a new rule this season.

All clubs are now issued with a new result sheet book. Each club must complete their half of the sheet and exchange it with their opponents before the kick off. The new sheets are carbonated so you will have a copy which will remain in the book. Once you have exchanged sheets you need to update your copy with the other team by placing it into your book so both teams will have a full copy.  At the end of the game both club secretaries MUST get together and complete all sections; Goal scorers, Man of the Match awards and Referee mark out of 100. 
The home club is responsible for updating the leagues match return section on the website, details of how this is done is including in your pack and posted in the Document section of the website with 72 hours. If you do not have access to the website, then appoint someone within your club to carry out this update.

If the website is updated within 72 hours the result sheet can be forwarded to Mick Grant within 28 days. Failing to do either of these, your club will be fined in accordance with league rules. This is still a requirement by DCFA. The fine can be as high as £25.00p if the form does not turn up.

If you mark a referee below 50 a written explanation must be forwarded to me ASAP.

At the end of the match the home club is responsible to text me with the result but no later than one hour.

The home club is also responsible to advise the press secretary of the match report, ways of doing that is to email him a report, place it on the website in your team area, or ring him. This must be done no later that Monday evening so he can keep his deadline of Tuesday afternoon to the echo.  If you want, as the away team, to put your own report in please do so the more the better. Failing to do so there is a league fine for this and repeated offences will end up with you visiting the management Committee.
Press reports are very important to this league to ensure our sponsor gets value to money.

League Fees.

First half of the league fees are required tonight. If they are not paid tonight your club has seven days in which to have it paid, or you will not be allowed to kick – off the season.

A reminder will be sent before the December meeting with a invoice for the second half. Again if they are not paid at the league meeting in December you will forthwith be suspended, and action will be taken to recover the money via DCFA.

Player’s registration fees and transfers. 

After your first 16 players are registered you will be charged 50p per registration of a player and £2.00p for every transfer. An invoice will be sent to you in October, December and March. You will have 14days in which to send payment to myself.

Fines.

If you incur a fine for any breach of league rule, i.e. Incorrect or late result sheets, an invoice will be sent and again you will have 21 days in which to pay. If you disagree with these fines you have a right of appeal to the League Management Committee and to the DCFA if you still fail to agree.

If you are charged with playing an unregistered player or failing to field a team etc you will be requested to attend a meeting of the management committee. If your case is proved, and you are fined, an invoice and letter with be posted to you within seven days informing that payment must be made within 21 days. You still have the right of an appeal to the County which will cost you £20.00p.

Durham County Fines and Administration Fee.

If a player(s) is cautioned in a game, within a few days you will receive that caution report from DCFA. You must get the player to sign and date it and not to forget the date of birth. Then send the receipt slip back to DCFA with the £8.00p admin fee within the date requested on the form. If the money and slip does not reach Durham within the requested time, the FA’s computer system will automatically spit out a £20.00p fine, making it £28.00p you now owe. If the money and slip is still not received after another 7 days another £20.00p will be added making it know £48.00p.

The same will happen with a sending off if not paid within the time. £20.00 and then another £20.00p

If you fail to pay on time you will be placed on what is called a Form 50 list. The club and all its players will be suspended from all football until it is cleared. Please do not play if you are suspended because the fines then start to rack up. If you have any problems contact me ASAP.

Remember if a player refuses to pay his admin fee or fines the club is responsible to pay the amount outstanding, but you can have the player placed under suspension until he reimburses your club.
Request for a postponement.

If you need to have a postponement for any reason, weddings, piss-up in Blackpool or wherever, you must apply in writing at least 14 days clear of the fixture you wish to postpone. If possible please advise me before the fixtures are published. Do not abuse it or we may say no. 

Match Referees.

Once again I am short of match referees this season, so I do not want the problems we had with clubs and referees. This season the following code of conduct towards referees is a must.
Contact him in plenty of time informing him of directions to your ground. Not all referees live in Sunderland.

When he arrives at the ground you must pay him his Fee of £17.00p plus 30p per mile before the Kick-off and in plenty of time. If it’s a League Game the home clubs pays the fee. In cup games the home club must pay the referee in full but the fee and expenses is paid by both clubs half each. 

Before Kick Off name your substitutes to the referee.

I would like to issue a warning to all teams. Getting onto the referee’s back is not going to change anything. In fact it will most likely make it worse. Keep your players under control, as a caution is £8.00p and a sending off starts at £20.00 plus.

It’s not worth it. If a referee is having an indifferent game then keep the lid on it. Mark the result sheet with the correct mark in your view and if it is below 50 write a letter to me explaining your reasons. If it’s a one off nothing will happen but his mark will be recorded. If it happens more often with this referee and with different clubs, the League will have him assessed by the Referees Association, and if necessary removed from the list and reported to the county.

But remember he will only give what he sees. They are only human and there has only been one man who has walked this earth who did not make a mistake and look what happened to him.

Any club who is reported to the league or the county will be required to attend a meeting of the committee, which could result in fines or worse expulsion from the league, I am determined this season to restore the good name of the league and I will not hesitate to jump on any team or player who steps out of line. (You have been warned).

So keep it friendly, as I know you all will, because without a referee there will be no game.

And Finally.

The League has two DCFA councillors on the committee with the election of Chairman Frank Thompson joining myself at the county. If you have any problem we can help you with do not try and sort it out yourself, there is over 100 years of football experience on this front row. We have seen it all and seen some clubs get into a big mess especially with the County, when one phone call to me or any league official could have saved them a lot of trouble. Do not get caught out, if you are not sure ring for advice.

